
Retirement --- “Good-bye, CCSO!“ 

“I’m retiring….”  These words we hear from our departing veteran CCSO staff. We see 

each one’s farewell photo, read his or her postings about the many ways they’ve served, 

and about their future hopes and plans. We wish them the best.   

Yours is a very, very, well-earned retirement!   Yet, we who remain with the CCSO lose 

your knowledge, your experience, your presence, your jokes and smiles, your resilience, 

work ethic and teamwork, your encouragement to fellow staff when they’ve been down. 

We lose your strength, your perseverance, and your uniqueness. 

Thank you for all that you have done and been to so many – and thanks to your family, 

too, who also greatly sacrificed when you missed many holidays, family events and time together, due to performing your duty. 

We’re happy for you and them, but sad to see you go.  

You will be missed because there is no one else like you. God makes each person unique, so when you leave the CCSO, 

you leave a gap that no one else truly fills.  

As you retire, please remember that God is always available to help and encourage you: “Even until your old age… I’ll carry 

you even until your gray hairs come. It is I who have created, and I who will carry, and it is I who will 

bear and save.” Isaiah 46:4-5 

Your Plan Retirees often mention plans to enjoy sleep, family time, and travel – even moving to a 

new location, starting a new career, growing a hobby into a business, volunteering, coaching, and 

more. Often, they’ll be caring for aging family and/or young grand- and great-grandkids. Plans are as 

varied and unique as you.  

Your Long Term 
My hope is that each of your retirement plans come true – in ways even more blessed than you dream. May you have good 

health and comfort, fruitful relationships, peace, fun, and new, productive experiences which bring interest, life, and joy into 

each retirement day.   

     I also pray that your dreams push out further – planning for after retirement ends: your eternity. What if this isn’t the only life? 

Or what if you know that there is an afterlife, and you believe that God will consider that you’ve been “good enough” to enter - or 

you aren’t 100% sure? Or perhaps loved ones -- whom you plan to spend retirement with -- aren’t sure about their eternity? 

Daily, we’re closer to leaving this life, so in addition to retirement plans, we should also  be planning for our longest period 

-- eternity:  where we’ll exist after leaving this life.  

God -- out of His love for us -- does not want us to spend any part of our working life or our retirement worrying, “Am I good 

enough to get into heaven?”  Instead, He offers us complete assurance -- right now -- that we will 

definitely enter heaven after death if we choose now to accept His gift of paying for all our sin on the 

cross. If we accept His gift, He says that we can know our eternal destination with certainty, right now:  

   “The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus. I have written these things so that you may know that 

you will have eternal life.”  -- Romans 6:23 and 1st John 5:13   

It’s impossible for anyone to earn entry into heaven by being “good enough;” Jesus explained that 

heaven is only through Him: “I am the way, truth and life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” - John 14:6 

Good things done  -- such as CCSO service and caring for our family -- do not buy entry into heaven but do store up rewards 

for us to enjoy in heaven – if we accept Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross as payment for all our sin. For those who do not accept 

Jesus as savior – and instead rely upon themselves -- this world with freedom and retirement is the best it ever gets.  But for 

those who accept Jesus as savior, this world is the worse it will ever be. Their future is assured to be far better than the best 

retirement dream!  To read more about this, or if a loved one thinks that good works will buy them entry to heaven and you’d like 

to provide them with two short flyers that I can email to you, just ask: Linda.Ahrens@ccsheriff.org.                     (more….) 
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What’s eternity like? Guess what -- you’re already in it!  

You entered eternity when God created you in your mother's womb. The "real you" is your immortal soul. While your body slowly 

wears out and will one day expire, your soul is not aging – which is why you probably feel as young today as you did years ago. 

  The day you leave this planet, you won't be any less "real" than you are right now. 

If you take away time, decay, and death, it’s easier to imagine heaven and eternity.   

They’re easier to grasp if we’re grounded in scripture. Otherwise, we settle for short-term thinking and goals, such as retirement. 

God put a desire for perfection and eternity in our hearts (Ecclesiastes 3:11), so we can’t imagine not being alive, and striving 

for improvement. Animals have no conscience nor contemplate morality or eternity; they live by instinct. But humans have God-

given spiritual instinct and ability to live according to His plan -- in an amazing, never-ending, joyous, eternal trajectory. 

Living life on earth with an eye on eternity isn’t ignoring reality as some say. Instead, it’s living with our mind fully engaged 

on what is truly real. Deep down, many suspect that we’re "eternal beings," yet this tends to fade into the background as we’re 

immersed in daily pursuits.  

There are also those who seek to learn about the next life (or try to contact loved ones who passed away) through mediums or 

witches -- but this is dangerous and deceptive because observant, manipulative demons mislead through such mediums. 

Reincarnation and purgatory are also dangerous lies: there is only one death, then judgement (Hebrews 9:27). If you’d like to 

read about purgatory or reincarnation, just let me know.  

Death is a gift, otherwise we’d live forever in ever-weakening, sick bodies, with constant pain and no release; no transition to 

the future new earth (read the Bible’s last book, Revelation, about what’s coming)!  

We need not fear death because Jesus promises to take those who accept Him as the only way to heaven, to a place far better 

than the best retirement, where we’ll be alert and our knowledge and care for people will continue unbroken. We’ll be like Jesus 

after His resurrection with a new body -- eating and talking, identifiable to friends, who could touch and feel him. Death is god’s 

chariot to bring us to God. 

Hell is comforting because all evil will finally be perfectly judged and paid for by those who “got away with it” on earth. Eleven 

times Jesus Christ spoke of the eternal hell. 

So, as you enter retirement, please spend time planning for eternity, too.  

If you already know of Jesus’ payment for all sin, and you’ve accepted His gift, 

that’s wonderful: you’re assured and can look forward to a heavenly eternity.  

Perhaps, however, the loved ones you’ll share retirement with do not yet know 

these truths about Jesus, death, and eternity. For them, please share this material, 

so that you can enjoy each other’s company for all eternity, after the ‘final’ 

retirement! 

Understanding and embracing God’s plan is the most important activity and 

decision of anyone’s life. God “wants everyone to be saved by understanding truth, 

which is: there is one God and only one mediator who can reconcile God and 

humanity: Christ Jesus.”   -- 1 Timothy 2:3b – 5.  There’s no other mediator to pray 

to, no other way into heaven. Entry is not by our good deeds -- only by our loving God’s plan through Jesus. 

 Then, you and your loved ones will truly be “Living the Dream!” 
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